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St. Joseph Community Mid-Week Bulletin 
Wednesday, March 3, 2010 

Our Mission 
Learning to Live as Jesus Teaches 

 
Pastoral Ponders 
 
 Many thanks to all those who have already responded favorably to our Basilica Restroom 
Renovation Project. Certainly having more than one toilet available to people will be a blessing 
for all, especially the senior members of our community AND the young ones who are still 
learning the whole aspect of “good timing.” Please prayerfully consider how you can assist in the 
funding of this project, and for our ability to get the job done “quickly and well.” 
 We continue to journey in Faith during this Lenten Season, as we join together with our 
Elect (those being Baptized at Easter), and seek to grow in our relationship with Christ more and 
more each day. In these next three weeks we will hear the “special” Gospel passages which 
direct us all to the gifts which Christ beings us and which we celebrate as we become disciples of 
the Lord:  the gift of Water, the gift of (in)Sight, and the gift of new Life in the Risen Christ. 
 May this Lenten journey bring us closer to the One who gives us Life, and allow us to 
grow together more and more as a People of God and a Family in Faith. God bless you! 
 
           Father Fred 

 
Upcoming Events 

Lenten Soup and Study Night 
Every Thursday at 6:00pm  

Notre Dame Hall 
As usual our Lenten Soup Night has been hugely successful.  For the past two weeks our St. 
Joseph family members have come together to enjoy some wonderful soup and community with 
each other.  This week’s Lenten Soup Night will be hosted by our Music Ministry composed 
of the Basilica Choir and the 7:00pm Spirit Ensemble.  They promise that their popular salad 
will also be available as well as some scrumptious desserts for the Dessert Raffle. Tickets for the 
raffle are affordably priced at $1 each or 6 tickets for $5 or 12 tickets for $10 (bring your address 
labels to make filling out those tickets easier). 
Even though we supply everything you’ll need, many people bring their own favorite soup bowl. 
You’ll even see an occasional bottle of wine that people have brought from home to share with 
others at their table.  
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Following our soup meal at 7:00pm is our Study Session with Fr. Fred & Deacon Dave & 
Eric Bertelsen in the St. Joseph Room of the Parish Center (1119 Lafayette St.). Each week 
they will break open the upcoming Gospel and reflect on how we can make it part of our 
daily life.  

Charity in Truth (Caritas in Veritate) and the Church’s Stand on Social Issues  
Lunchtime Soup for the Soul - March 9 

Nourish body and soul at St. Albert the Great Parish Hall. Fr. Joy Kumarthusseril (pastor of St. 
Philip Neri and St. Albert the Great parishes) offers a reflection on Caritas in Veritate, Pope 
Benedict XVI’s important 2009 encyclical.  What does our Church call us to do today?  The 
program starts with a soup meal at noon, immediately followed by Fr. Joy’s presentation.  Soup 
for the Soul is sponsored by the Alameda Deanery School of Faith (Adult Faith Formation); the 
following Tuesday (March 16) Fr. Dana Michaels speaks on “Water and the Sacrament of 
Baptism” and Sr. Kathleen McCabe, O.S.F. ends the series on March 23 with “The Passion of 
Earth:  How Are We To Respond?"  For information contact Anne Marie at 995-9409. 
 Donations accepted.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Stations of the Cross 
This Friday at 7:00pm 

 In the Basilica 
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Other Lenten Activities Around the Alameda Deanery 

St. Albert the Great— Simple Soup Night— Lenten Wednesdays, 6pm St. Albert Parish Hall 
$5 suggested donation for Operation Rice Bowl, followed by speaker series  

Simple Soup: St. Albert’s Wed. Evenings in Lent 
“Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” 

 March 3rd – “Reconciliation: Healing Sacrament” 
 Fr. Jerome Cudden, OP    Development Director for the Dominican Western Province.                 
  
March 10th –   “Apostles to the World: The Call of the Laity”how we as the Laity are called to 
be agents of Christ’s redeeming grace in our Church and in the World.” 
Fr. Michael Sweeney, OP President of the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology, 
Berkeley 
  
March 17th-  “Workshop on Forgiveness” 
Dr. Jaime Galindo, PhD, Psychologist 

 
 March 24th – WHOLE PARISH RETREAT 
Meditating on Lenten themes through a multi-media presentation & Prayer 
Fr. Joy, MF  
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St. Barnabas— Soup Meal Lenten Wednesdays, 6:45p.m. in the Parish Hall 
 
9 Week Divine Mercy Novena– Feb. 9– April 6 Tuesdays after the 5:30p.m. Mass at St. 
Barnabas Church (1427 Sixth St.) All are welcome! 
 
St. Philip Neri Church— Stations of the Cross each Lenten Friday 5:30 p.m. 
Followed by ICF Fish Fry in SPN Hall.  (Cost of Fish Fry is $10 adults, $5 children) 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Conroy Memorial Organ Recital 
March 6, 2010, 8:00 pm 

Cathedral of Christ the Light 
Rudy de Vos, music director and organist at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, will play in 
concert a program of 19th and 20th century composers including Duruflé, Guilmant, Ravel, and 
contemporary composer Guy Bovet.  
A $25 (suggested) free-will donation will be accepted at the door. Pre-concert tour of the 
Cathedral at 6:30pm is available for a donation of $5 per person.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Catholic Young Adults Activity 
Sunday, March 7th  at 8:15 p.m. 

Tucker’s Ice Cream Social 
1349 Park Street, Alameda 

Our CYA will be holding their monthly Ice Cream Social at Tucker’s Ice Cream 1349 Park St, 
Alameda at 8:15, after the 7 p.m. mass at St. Joseph.  All interested young adults (ages 20-35) 
are invited.  Tucker’s has been an Alameda institution since 1941.  Come find out why! 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

St Anthony of Padua Institute 
Manhattan Forum Lecture Series 

2nd Saturday of each Month through August, 3:00 pm 
St. Margaret Mary Church, Father Kozina Hall, Oakland 

http://www.sapi.org/200912.htm 
All are invited to a free monthly program every 2nd Saturday of each month until August 14 to 
introduce the Bay Area to the Manhattan Declaration on the sanctity of human life, traditional 
marriage, and religious freedom. Lectures begin at 3:00pm, followed by Mass at 5:00 pm, and 
reception at 6:00pm.  
Saturday March 13  
Ernest Pierucci, Esq., Attorney and Senior Fellow, Catholics for the Common Good, will discuss 
“Prospects for Marriage and the Family in the Current Legal Environment.”  
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Build a Thriving Marriage 
March 20, 2010, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

St. Isidore Church, Danville 

The Diocese of Oakland is delighted to announce a one-day marriage seminar, for married 
couples, on Saturday, March 20, hosted at St. Isidore Church in Danville. This is an excellent 
opportunity for married couples to strengthen their relationships, deepen their intimacy, and 
better live the joyful, life-giving marriage that God intends for them.  

The day will be led by Greg and Julie Alexander. Frequent guests on EWTN, they have 
dedicated their lives to marriage ministry. They will share the skills they learned and the wisdom 
of the Church they discovered, that allowed them to build their own thriving marriage after it 
nearly collapsed 10 years ago. Every couple will walk away with a new appreciation for their 
spouse and their marriage. The day will open with Mass offered by Bishop Salvatore Cordileone.  
To register or for more information visit http://www.oakdiocese.org/pastoral/enjoymarriage.htm 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

A Call to Compassion and Consolation: Experiencing Death and Resurrection with Jesus 

An Experience of the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius on April 16-18 

Enjoy a weekend retreat experience right here in Alameda.  Directed by Sr. Barbara Williams 
and the Spiritual Exercises Team at St. Joseph’s.  The weekend includes input, guided 
meditation, journaling, sharing and tools for discernment.  Newcomers as well as experienced 
retreatants are welcome Friday 7:30PM to 9:30 PM; Saturday 10:00AM to 4:30PM (followed by 
optional Mass and dinner), and Sunday 9:30AM to 1:30 PM.  Suggested donation $75; advance 
registration required by April 7. Register at www.st-joseph-community.org or contact Anne 
Marie at 510-995-9409 or afourre@st-joseph-community.org. 

Spiritual Exercises Blog 

This daily Spiritual Exercises blog seeks to present meditations in the spirit of Saint Ignatius 
Loyola. It is brought to you by a group of Jesuits from across the United States interested in 
offering Ignatian Spirituality to those seeking Christ through Scripture and 
prayer.  http://sedaily.wordpress.com/about/ 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

CONGRATULATIONS MARY LOUISE! 
SCHOOL OF PASTORAL MINISTRY GRADUATION THIS SATURDAY 
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Parishioner Mary Louise Lambert will be among those honored this Saturday (March 6) for 
completing the School for Pastoral Ministry Program.  All are welcome to attend the 10AM 
graduation liturgy at the Cathedral of Christ the Light in Oakland.  Mary Louise is a Eucharistic 
minister and a team member for the Rite of Christian Initiations of Adults, and with her husband 
Marc helps coordinate our monthly Taizé service.  She also volunteers at the Cathedral of Christ 
the Light and is actively involved with a local Eastern Catholic church.  Mary Louise also 
regularly sends item for inclusion in the Mid-Week Bulletin. 

The School for Pastoral Ministry and its Spanish-language counterpart Escuela de Ministerios 
Pastorales are offered by the Oakland Diocese as 3 year certification courses that meet once a 
month.  Some people participate to assist them in their existing ministries, others simply to 
enrich their understanding of our faith.  To learn more ask Mary Louise or someone who 
graduated previously, or check the Diocese’s website http://www.oakdiocese.org/pastoral/SPM/ 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Tony Aiello Honored For His Years of Service 
Anthony V. Aiello has been recognized for his 44-year tenure at Saint Joseph Notre Dame High 
School and named Principal Emeritus by the Board of Trustees.  

Tony Aiello, who retired in 2007, was also honored by U.S. Rep. Pete Stark, who gave him a 
certificate of appreciation for his hard work for the school.   The board recognized Tony for 
serving as principal for 38 years – making him the longest serving principal in Oakland Diocese 
in the 20th century. 

“Mr. Aiello’s dedication and passion for the education and spiritual growth of young people 
made him a role model to teachers and staff members through more than four decades of service 
to Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School,” the proclamation by the board states. 

Tony has served as a baseball coach, a teacher, principal and mentor. Today, he continues to aid 
the school by serving on the Institutional Advancement Committee, as a member of the Jawad 
Education Fund Board and as an ambassador of the school to alumni, donors and community 
members.   

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

WHO SWITCHED THE READINGS? 

Those familiar with the 3 cycles of Sunday Scripture readings know that the Church is in Cycle 
C this year.  However, for the next three Sundays the Cycle A readings will be proclaimed at all 
the Masses because of the presence of the Elect, the  members of our parish who will be baptized 
at the Easter Vigil. These final weeks of preparation are so important that the Church asks every 
parish with Elect throughout the world to shift to the Cycle A readings for the three weeks prior 
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to Palm Sunday, to help celebrate the Scrutinies.  “Scrutiny” comes from the Latin verb scrutari 
which means “to look into carefully.” During the Scrutinies the Elect (indeed, all of us) are 
called to look carefully into themselves, for self-searching and repentance, and to strengthen 
what is good. As we listen to these powerful gospels over the next few weeks (the woman at the 
well, the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus), we can all share with the Elect this journey 
of self-discovery and celebration of God’s love.  

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Church Chuckles 

Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 


