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Our Mission
Learning to Live as Jesus Teaches

Pastoral Ponders

These last three weeks before Passion (“Palm”) Sunday help us focus our hearts on those special
aspects of our Faith, and the signs which we celebrate in our lives. First of all is the gift of water,
which symbolizes our Baptism, seen with the Samaritan woman at the well. She found in Christ

“Living Water” and developed the gift of her Faith by her relationship with Jesus.

This coming weekend we hear of the man who was blind from birth, and all the other
people in the Gospel story. They are more of the story that the man himself. He was given the
gift of sight by Jesus, but they, in their refusal to believe, are shown to be truly blind to Christ’s
goodness. Has that every happened to you? I’m sure it has! But by remaining focused on Jesus,
we can grow to truly “See” by continuing to grow in holiness through our prayer and reflection
with the Lord.

In the final weekend, we hear once again the story of the raising of Lazarus from the
dead. This is a symbol of the call that we have all received: to rise again to new life through our
Faith and relationship with Christ, the Risen Lord.

May these final weeks of Lent allow us to grow closer to Christ each day. May we be
prepared to celebrate the promise of new life which is ours through the grace of Jesus.

Father Fred
Upcoming Events

6:45 TONIGHT AT ST. ALBERT THE GREAT

“AGENTS OF GOD’S REDEEMING GRACE” WITH FR. MICHAEL
SWEENEY, O.P.

All are invited to a presentation at St. Albert the Great Parish Hall (1022 Holly Street at
Mecartney) given by renowned speaker Fr. Michael Sweeney, O.P., President of the Dominican
School of Philosophy and Theology. His topic is the call of the laity (that’s us!) to be agents of
Christ’s redeeming grace in our Church and in the World. The evening begins with the Divine
Mercy Chaplet at 5:45 followed by a “Simple Soup Meal” at 6:00. (Suggested donation of $5 for
Operation Rice Bowl.) Fr. Sweeney’s presentation begins at 6:45. Fr. Sweeney is one of the co-
founders of the Catherine of Siena Institute, which was developed to assist parishes in preparing
lay men and women for the Church’s mission to the world. He is an amazing speaker who
challenges us to live out our baptismal call.

The remaining sessions in St. Albert’s “Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus” series are March
17™ “Workshop on Forgiveness” with psychologist Dr. Jaime Galindo, PhD. and March 24™
Parish Retreat, Meditating on Lenten themes through a multi-media presentation & prayer led by
Fr. Joy, MF. For information contact Greta at (510) 373-5210 ext. 207.
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Lenten Soup and Study Night
Every Thursday at 6:00pm

Notre Dame Hall
As usual our Lenten Soup Night has been hugely successful. For the past two weeks our St.
Joseph family members have come together to enjoy some wonderful soup and community with
each other. This week’s Lenten Soup Night will be hosted by our Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, Adult Confirmation & Young Adult Ministries.

Once again we’ll have some scrumptious desserts for the Dessert Raffle. Tickets for the raffle are
affordably priced at $1 each or 6 tickets for $5 or 12 tickets for $10 (bring your address labels to
make filling out those tickets easier).

Even though we supply everything you’ll need, many people bring their own favorite soup bowl.
You’ll even see an occasional bottle of wine that people have brought from home to share with
others at their table.

Following our soup meal at 7:00pm is our Study Session with Fr. Fred & Deacon Dave &
Eric Bertelsen in the St. Joseph Room of the Parish Center (1119 Lafayette St.). Each week
they will break open the upcoming Gospel and reflect on how we can make it part of our
daily life.

Water and the Sacrament of Baptism

Lunchtime Soup for the Soul - March 16
Lent is the time of preparation for Easter, when adults are baptized and fully initiated into the
Church, and we all renew our baptismal promises. At next Tuesday’s “Soup for the Soul” Fr.
Dana Michaels (pastor of St. Barnabas) offers a presentation on water and Baptism, immediately
after the soup meal at noon at St. Albert the Great Parish Hall. Sponsored by the Alameda
Deanery School of Faith (Adult Faith Formation). The series ends the following Tuesday
(March 23) with Sr. Kathleen McCabe, O.S.F. speaking on “The Passion of Earth: How Are We
To Respond?” For information contact Anne Marie at 995-9409. Donations accepted.
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Stations of the Cross
Fridays During Lent
7:00pm
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Spring Forward This Weekend

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead 1 hour this Saturday evening.
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RCIA UPDATE: THE SECOND SCRUTINY
On the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the Elect (those throughout the world preparing for Baptism this
Easter) celebrate the Second Scrutiny. Our community will witnesses this at the 9AM Mass,
after reading the Gospel of the man born blind. In spite of his physical blindness he was able to
see that Jesus was the One who could help him. Is our vision as good? What are we unable or
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unwilling to see? Continue to hold our Elect in your prayers that they may rejoice in God’s light
and, like the man born blind whose sight was restored, may they be staunch and fearless
witnesses to the faith. (And if you know someone who is thinking about becoming Catholic,
invite them to join the new ““Inquiry”” group on Wednesday nights in the Parish Center. Contact
Anne Marie at 995-9409 or afourre@st-joseph-community.org for information.)
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Kol Truah Jewish Choir of the East Bay
“Psalm Enchanted Evening”
A Celebration of Psalms
8:00pm This Saturday
Congregation Netivot Shalom (1316 University Ave. Berkeley)

Tickets: $10-36 sliding scale.
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Soli Deo Gloria Concert
“Mistaken ldentity”

3:30 This Sunday at Christ Episcopal Church (corner of Grand & Santa Clara)
Everybody thought we knew who wrote these beautiful pieces, but it turns out we were mistaken.
Come and enjoy a wonderful afternoon of beautifully sung music by the Soli Deo Gloria chorus.
Advanced discounted tickets may be purchased online at www.sdgloria.org.

Tickets: $25 general admission, $20 students & seniors, grades K-8 are free at all concerts.
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Cantare Chorale presents Brahms’ Requiem
Saturday, March 20"
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church, 1801 Lacassie Ave. Walnut Creek
Tickets: $40 general admission, $35 seniors, $10 youth

For more information about this performance please go to www.cantareconvivo.org.
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Deanery-wide Lenten Reconciliation Service:
7:30 p.m. Monday, March 29th at St. Joseph Basilica

YR LV TVE T.VE L.V TV LV LV LVE L L LY LY L L LV LV LYE LYE L LV LV LY L.V L LV LY LY L.'L 3

Casino Bus Trip to Feather Falls
Saturday, April 10"

Sponsored by St. Barnabas Social Club
$25 for 6hours of Play with $12 cash back and a $3.00 Food Coupon
For reservations and more information contact Sr. Marie Myers 510-521-2976 or Ching
Asuncion at 510-521-5681.
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Thirty Finalists Selected at Diocese of Oakland Science Fair at SIND
The Diocese of Oakland Science Fair at Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School is sending 30
middle school students on to the next level of competition at the San Francisco Bay Area Science
Fair.



More than 500 people attended the Science Fair on the campus of SIND on March 6. There were
140 students, all 7" and 8" graders, who competed in five different categories of science. This
was the first Science Fair at SIND, where school officials proposed the event because the high
school has top-notch science facilities and wants to encourage science studies.

“Thank you to Saint Joseph Notre Dame High School for hosting this annual event,” said Sister
Barbara Bray, superintendent of schools for the Oakland Diocese. “The investment in the
Anthony V. Aiello Science Center is a benefit to their school community as well as the entire
Diocese of Oakland.”
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Basilica Restroom Project
Have you considered donating to our Basilica Restroom Project yet? What a wonderful
gift to our community to pledge your support for this important and necessary project. If
you haven’t yet made a commitment you can download a pledge form at our website
http://st-joseph-community.org/ and click on “Ongoing Projects”. We thank you for your

continued support.

Church Chuckle
DID NOAH FISH?

A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think Noah did a lot of fishing
when he was on the Ark ? ''No," replied Johnny. ‘How could he, with just two
worms.'




