St. Joseph Community Mid-Week Bulletin
Wednesday, July 28, 2010

Our Mission
Learning to Live as Jesus Teaches

Pastoral Ponders
Fr. Fred is away on vacation. His Pastoral Ponders will resume in August.

From Mother Teresa
Our souls should be like a transparent crystal through which God can be perceived.

Recent Passings
Our prayers and condolences go out to the family and friends of Louise Longo (Sr. Toni’s aunt)
who passed away on July 20.

Upcoming Events

EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT ENDS JULY 31
Registrations are now being accepted for Children’s Faith Formation. Let us help you in your
efforts to raise your children in the Catholic faith. Classes for pre-kindergarten through 8" grade
meet 10:45 to 11:45 on Sunday mornings starting September 19. Forms and information
available online http://www.st-joseph-
community.org/Childrens%20Programs/childrens%20programs.htm or at the parish
office.

Want to help? A few more volunteers are needed to team teach as co-catechists on Sunday
mornings, and adults to help with a Junior High program one Sunday afternoon every other
month (4 times total). Call Anne Marie at 995-9409 for information.
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YOUTH MINISTRY SUMMER FUN
« Saturday, July 31: Potluck dinner and movie showing “The Blind Side” following the 4:30pm
Mass at St. Barnabas in the Youth Ministry Room at St. Barnabas School.

« Friday, August 13: Concert at the Cove starts at 5:30pm. Music by Casino Royal (Hits from the
60’s, 70’s and 80’s). Come out with friends for a picnic and enjoy some old school music!

Please RSVP to these events for planning purposes at least three days before the event. For
more info please contact Sarelle McCoard, St. Barnabas and St. Joseph Youth Ministry
Coordinator, at youthministry2009@gmail.com or call 510-326-2390.
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GREEN SUNDAY
This Weekend
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On the first Sunday of each month we focus our attention on being a green community by either
walking or riding a bike to Mass. Join us in trying to preserve the beauty that God Has given us.
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THE OAKLAND ATHLETICS AND

Who wants to meet Andrew Bailey of the Oakland Athletics, and help out the Alameda East

Bay Miracle League at the same time? The A’s are holding a Public Relations event to highlight
the Miracle League and their joint effort to build a sports facility for differently-abled children
and adults, and the A’s Miracle League Ambassador Andrew Bailey will be present. Anyone
who is a potential Miracle League player (a differently-abled or special needs child or adult), and
anyone who wants to support this great cause (all of us!) are welcome. This event will take place
Tuesday, August 3™ from 11am to 1pm. The location has not yet been confirmed:; it will
probably be at the Coliseum, but check the Miracle League’s website at
http://www.alamedaebmiracle.org for an update. (And remember, they are filming a movie with
Brad Pitt at night at the Coliseum, so you never know who is going to be around!!!) For more
information email info@alamedaebmiracle.org or phone Roberta Rockwell at 510-521-9371.

And remember to vote for the Alameda East Bay Miracle League through MLB.com/Pepsi
Refresh - [click here] or text ATHLETICS to 76462 (up to 10 votes a day) THANKS!
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Roman Holiday
Parish Dinner & Fundraiser

Saturday August 7, 6-10pm
Our parish fundraiser is only 1 %2 weeks away so now is the time to buy your
tickets before it’s too late. There will be a gourmet Italian dinner,
entertainment, a raffle for an original signed John Kammer watercolor of the
Basilica, silent auction and other raffle prizes.
Tickets are:
$20 for individuals
$50 for a group of 4
$150 for a table for 12

Children 8 & under are free
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HUGE HIT!
Our “INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT” Scripture series has been a huge hit,
attracting people from throughout the East Bay. More than seventy attendees (both Catholic and
non-Catholic) are enjoying the series which focuses on the first five books of the Old Testament,
led by our own St. Joseph parishioner, Ann Naffziger, M.Div, MA. Response has been so
positive that we are considering another Scripture series during Advent, on the Infancy
narratives. (But we will need to find a larger space for both the morning and the evening
sessions, since the current program is filled to capacity!) Ann enjoys a well respected and well
earned reputation for her theological knowledge and her ability to engage people in active
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discussions about the Bible. Keep your eye on the bulletin and make sure you register early
for the December series, for a wonderful way to prepare for Christmas.
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WHO IS WORTHY?

If you’re worried about receiving the Eucharist, or even attending Sunday Mass, here are some

points to remember:

e o First, who is really worthy to receive the Eucharist, when you get right down to it? The fact that
none of us is worthy leads us all to pray out loud every week, “Oh Lord, | am not worthy to receive
you.” And we aren’t! It’s true! But God still loves us week-in-and-week-out, including those of us on
the margins.

e o Second, whether or not we partake in the Eucharist, we are all welcome to come forward in the
communion procession. If we are not receiving Eucharist for whatever reason, we simply cross our
hands over our hearts to reverence the Precious Body and Blood and to receive a blessing.

e o Third, take advantage of the incredible gift of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Every Saturday
afternoon Christ, in the person of the priest, waits to assure us of his love and forgiveness. Our
parish also offers two communal Reconciliation Services each year; the next is during Advent, on
December 20. If you want a refresher on the basics of the sacrament, check out the YouTube
offering of “Confession 101” on the parish website http://www.st-joseph-
community.org/Sacraments/sacraments.htm.
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Church Chuckle
A BARGAIN?

A man and his son went to church, and when they came out the man was complaining
that the service was too long, the preacher no good, and the singing of f-key.

Finally the little boy said, " Daddy, I thought it was pretty good for a dime."



